
        


        











    
            
        
            
                
                
                
            
        
        My Account
        Sign Out
    


    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                
            

            My Account
        


        
            	Home
	My Account
	Subscriptions
	Newsletters
	Orders
	Downloads


        

    





    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    
                    
                        
                        
                        
                        
                    
                    
                        
                        
                    
                    
                        
                        
                        
                    
                
                
                    
                        
                            
                            
                        
                        
                            
                            
                        
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                
                            
                        
                    

                

            

            

                
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                
            

            
                
                    
                        
                            
                            
                            
                        
                        
                            
                        
                        
                    
                    
                        


                        

                        View Cart
                        Subtotal: $

                        Checkout
                    

                

                	
                                Sign In
                            
	
                            Renew
                        
	
                                    Subscribe
                                


            

            
                
                    
                        
                            
                            
                        
                        
                            
                            
                        
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                
                            
                        
                    

                

                	
                                    Magazine
                                
	
                                    Books
                                
	
                                    Podcast
                                
	
                                    Free Newsletters
                                


            

            
                                	
                                            Latest
                                        
	
                                            Books & Culture
                                        
	
                                            Education
                                        
	
                                            The Good Life
                                        


                                	
                                            Faith & Spirituality
                                        
	
                                            Technology
                                        
	
                                            Nature & Environment
                                        
	
                                            Food and Farming
                                        


                                	
                                            Politics
                                        
	
                                            Life in Community
                                        
	
                                            Family & Parenting
                                        
	
                                            All Topics
                                        


                                	
                                            Email Signup
                                        
	
                                            Events
                                        
	
                                            Contributors
                                        
	
                                            About Us
                                        


                                
                                        
                                            Current Issue
                                                
                                        

                                

                                	
                                            Back Issues
                                        
	
                                            Customer Service
                                        
	
                                            Subscription Options
                                        
	
                                            Give a Gift
                                        


            

        

    





    
        


    
        



	                    Plough Books
	                    Faith and Spirituality
	                    Early Christians
            

      

        
            
                
                    
                    
                    

                    
                
Look Inside            

            
                
                    
                        The Early Christians
                    

                    
                        In Their Own Words
                    

                    
                        
                            By
                            Eberhard Arnold
                        
                        

                        
                    



                

                
                    
                        
                        3.96 Stars on Goodreads
                    

                        Read Reviews
                


                
                    What did Christianity look like before it became an institution? Find out for yourself with this collection of firsthand accounts of the early church. Includes excerpts from Origen, Tertullian, Polycarp, Clement of Alexandria, Justin, Irenaeus, and others — and equally revealing material from their critics, detractors and persecutors. 
                

                




                        Buy Now

                            

                    

                    
                        Free Download

                        Available
                    
                


Read a Sample
Support independent bookstores with your purchase
                	Available Formats:
	Hardcover
	Ebook
	Available languages:
	Deutsch
	español
	한국어
	العربية
	français


                
                
                    Share:

                    	Pinterest
	Email
	 WhatsApp
	Facebook
	Twitter


                

            
        
    

        
            


  		    
    		
		    	Close
		    	    
		    		    Plough
		    		    Other Retailers
		    	    
                
		    	

		    		    
	    				    
		    				    
                                Ebook
                                    
                                        Format Info
                                    
                                    
								        
                                        Once you place your order you will be able to choose from 3 e-book formats: Epub,  Pdf and Mobi.

							        
                            
                        
                            
                                        
Free Download                                        
                            
		    		    

		    		    
	    				    
		    				    
                                Hardcover
                            
                        
                            
                                        
                                            Buy for $28.00
                                        
                            
		    		    

                    		    	

		    	
		    		    
		    			    
		    				    
		    				    Hardcover
		    			    

                                    
                                        Amazon
                                    
                                    
                                        Barnes & Noble
                                    
                                    
                                        Bookshop
                                    

		    		    

		    	

    		

    	



        

                
    


    
    
        
            
                
                    On This Page

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    

                


                
                    Share
                    
                        	Pinterest
	Email
	 WhatsApp
	Facebook
	Twitter


                    

                


                
                    
                            Buy Now
                            Buy
                    
                

            

        

    

    
        
            
                
                    About The Book

                    What did Christianity look like before it became an institution?

 In these firsthand accounts of the early church, the spirit of Pentecost burns with prophetic force through the fog that envelops the modern church. A clear and vibrant faith lives on in these writings, providing a guide for Christians today. Its stark simplicity and revolutionary fervor will stun those lulled by conventional Christianity. 

The Early Christians is a topically arranged collection of primary sources. It includes extra-biblical sayings of Jesus and excerpts from Origen, Tertullian, Polycarp, Clement of Alexandria, Justin, Irenaeus, and others. Equally revealing material from pagan contemporaries – critics, detractors and persecutors – is included as well.


Hardcover, 6 x 9

ISBN:978-0874865967


                        View Table of Contents
                

            

            
                    
                            Articles on the Early Christians
                            The Economy of the Early Church
                            The Message of the Early Church
                            Love Is the Path to God
                    

                                        
                            About The Author

                            

                                
                                Eberhard Arnold

                                
                                    Eberhard Arnold (1883–1935), a German theologian, was co-founder of the Bruderhof and the founding editor of Plough.
                                    Read More
                                

                            
                        

            

        

    


    


    
      
        Acclaim

      

          
            	
                        
                        Arnold’s work calls back to those days when Christian love was free flowing and socially radical…A fine volume in a field which has few comparable productions.

                        Graydon F. Synder, Bethany Seminary

                    
	
                        
                        A compelling, fascinating, and direct account of one of the most important periods in the history of modern man.

                        James Luther Adams, Harvard Divinity School

                    
	
                        
                        This selection will not only help readers understand early Christianity intellectually; it will also challenge them to live more fully, abundantly, and even radically. If any proof were needed of the enduring power of Christianity, the fact that these ancient texts speak so directly to our situation almost two thousand years later would more than suffice.

                        Justo L. Gonzalez, Emory University

                    
	
                        
                        If you hold, like Arnold does, that Christianity is no longer Christianity if it departs too radically from its beginnings, you must read this book.

                        Roland H. Bainton, Professor Emeritus, Yale University

                    


          
       
   




    



      
        Reader Reviews 
       Write a Review
        

      

          
            	
                    
                    
                      My theology has been enhanced and understanding of doctrinal issues on critical matter increased since I came in contact with your books and the...
                            Read More
                    

                  
                        
                          Review of The Early Christians: In Their Own Words

                          My theology has been enhanced and understanding of doctrinal issues on critical matter increased since I came in contact with your books and the discoveries made from your years of of outstanding work for the kingdom. Each time I download a book, my pray for your ministry and team members is lord do not forget their labor of love, time of research and total investments into years of service that today many of us are cheap beneficiaries. We are blessed as a ministry and thank you.

                           Apostle John Kppamor Agulebe
 
                        

                    Apostle John Kppamor Agulebe

                  
	
                    
                    
                      Thank you for sharing this book. It is through the written word that a person can find enlightenment. The thoughts of others written down and shared...
                            Read More
                    

                  
                        
                          Review of The Early Christians: In Their Own Words

                          Thank you for sharing this book. It is through the written word that a person can find enlightenment. The thoughts of others written down and shared across time keep hope alive. I am inspired, as if a flame has been rekindled. I must read more. reading inspires thoughts, and thoughts rekindle the spirit, we are what we think.

                           Joseph Donna
 
                        

                    Joseph Donna

                  
	
                    
                    
                      What more can I say? In Christ's words, "but from the beginning it was not so" (Mt19:8). This book, "The Early Christians", takes us back to...
                            Read More
                    

                  
                        
                          Review of The Early Christians: In Their Own Words

                          What more can I say? In Christ's words, "but from the beginning it was not so" (Mt19:8). This book, "The Early Christians", takes us back to the beginning, which remains the best of Christianity. Anything other than this is undesirable as unacceptable.
God bless you and enlarge your coast for such "wonderful resources" as this.

                           mannuell adebola
 
                        

                    mannuell adebola

                  
	
                    
                    
                      May God bless your ministry fro making this book available. it enhances ones knowledge of Church history. Remain blessed. Mike.
                    

                  
                    Michael

                  
	
                    
                    
                      My perspective on theology was turned, Christ must be the center of life and ministry, not church, organization or regulations. Life unity with...
                    

                  
                    ndarusari

                  
	
                    
                    
                      Your books, especially Early Christians has provided me much needed insight into the early community of Christians and how one is to follow Lord...
                            Read More
                    

                  
                        
                          Review of The Early Christians: In Their Own Words

                          Your books, especially Early Christians has provided me much needed insight into the early community of Christians and how one is to follow Lord Jesus Christ then, and now. I have been seeking this knowledge for so long. God Bless you all and thank you for your efforts to make this material available to the Christian world and the all the world.

                           Thomas Steele
 
                        

                    Thomas Steele

                  
	
                    
                    
                      I had the opportunity to read The Early Christians In Their Own Words by Eberhard Arnold not long ago. From my perspective bas a Christian Historian...
                            Read More
                    

                  
                        
                          Review of The Early Christians: In Their Own Words

                          I had the opportunity to read The Early Christians In Their Own Words by Eberhard Arnold not long ago. From my perspective bas a Christian Historian (Christian History being my passion for over 30 years) this is one of those rare books that hit hard with good quality scholarship and at the same time invite the reader to go beyond their safe zone and learn about their faith - especially since the book guides the reader through much of the early gospel message and some important works of the first apologists on record. Even more, we are not challenged to have a dictionary, concordance, or several other reference books to glean many nuggets of knowledge that in some instances has been lost. It was a great read and I will never forget how much I enjoyed the journey through Theology and faith that was so rewarding to me.

                           Wesley Rose, PhD, Christian Historian and Director of Scripture Institute
 
                        

                    Wesley Rose, PhD, Christian Historian and Director of Scripture Institute

                  


          

    

    

    
      
        
          Close
            

        

      


    

    
    
      
        
        Close
        
            Write a Review

			    










Comment
        

            Name
            
            

            Email
            
            

        

            
            

            Submit

    

    



    
    




        

      


    



        
            
                Table of Contents

                
                    
                        I THE WITNESS OF THE EARLY CHURCH

	by Eberhard Arnold


II THE STATE, SOCIETY AND MARTYRS

	Pliny
	Polycarp
	Justin
	Letter from Vienne and Lyons 
	Acts of Martyrs 
	Early Apologies


III SELF-PORTRAITS AND PORTRAYALS

	Justin, Dialogue with Trypho, First Apology
	Aristides, Apology 
	Origen, Against Celsus 
	Hippolytus, The Apostolic Tradition 
	Letter to Diognetus
	Tertullian, Apology 


IV CREED, CONFESSION AND SCRIPTURE

	Apostolic Confession
	Rule of Faith
	Irenaeus, Against Heresies
	Athenagoras, A Plea Regarding Christians
	Late Athenagoras, On the Resurrection of the Dead
	Justin, First Apology, Dialogue with Trypho
	Muratorian Canon


                    

                

                
                    
                        V SAYINGS OF JESUS AND THE APOSTLES

	Extra-Biblical Sayings of Jesus
	The Didache
	First Letter of Clement to the Corinthians
	Ignatius, Letters to the Ephesians, Romans, Smyrnaeans, and Polycarp
	Polycarp, Letter to the Philippians
	Letters of Barnabas


VI MEETINGS, WORSHIP AND CHURCH PRACTICES

	Baptism
	The Lord’s Supper or Love Meal
	Distribution of Goods
	Leadership and Gifts
	Prayers and Hymns


VII PROCLAMATION AND THE PROPHETIC SPIRIT

	Acts of Andrew
	Justin, Dialogue with Trypho
	Second Letter of Clement
	The Shepherd of Hermas
	Sibylline Oracles
	Montanus


                    

                

            

        


        
            
                You May Also Like


                
                        
                            

                                
                                A Testimony to Church Community: The Life and Writings of Eberhard Arnold

                            
                            Eberhard Arnold

                            
                                
                            
                            
                            Learn More

                        

                        
                            

                                
                                Eberhard Arnold: Selected Writings

                            
                            Eberhard Arnold

                            
                                
                            
                            
                            Learn More

                        

                        
                            

                                
                                God’s Revolution: Justice, Community, and the Coming Kingdom

                            
                            Eberhard Arnold

                            
                                
                            
                            
                            Learn More

                        

                        
                            

                                
                                Salt and Light: Living the Sermon on the Mount

                            
                            Eberhard Arnold

                            
                                
                            
                            
                            Learn More

                        

                

            

        



       
        



    
            
                           
                
            
        
	
	
	
	
	

        
        
            
                
                    About
                

                	About Us
	Mission
	FAQ


            

            
                
                    Magazine
                

                	Plough Quarterly
	Membership
	Back Issues
	Newsletters


            

            
                
                    Contact Us
                

                	Contact Us
	Donate
	Submit Your Work


            


            
                



    Language



    
        
            
            
            
        
        English
        
            
        
    
    	العربية
	Français
	Deutsch
	한국어
	Español







            

        


            
                © 2024 Plough Publishing House.
                

                Privacy Policy | Terms of Use
            

    



Back to top: Alt-T







































  